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As member of parliament I have the choice whether to pander to the prejudices of my group’s more 

extreme supporters or to work persistently to recognise, to reconcile and to help people to be 

comfortable with difference.  

Some contemporary international leaders appear to favour the first. My view is that they normally 

misinterpret their country’s histories: few nations have only one. It is not necessary to choose. 

Coming to terms with history is what we are trying to achieve in Ireland in the cooperation between 

most in the north, most in the south and with the support of most in Great Britain. 

The Worthing West constituency I serve includes important villages in the Arun District together 

with most of Worthing Borough. It matters that we cooperate, being active together and recognising 

that for some purposes there are differences.  

In religion, we know there are historic reasons and causes why places of faith have a variety of 

belief, a variation in custom and now a practical determination to respect one another and to 

combine for the common good.  

Reconciliation, moderation and tolerance matter. When considering problems in the United 

Kingdom, I am aware of the challenges in other countries: China’s approach to Tibetans and to the 

Uighers; the new experience of some Muslims and Kashmiris in India; the treatment of Christians in 

too many lands.  

When, infrequently, I am challenged for being too active in promoting local interests such as fair 

funding for schools or colleges, I answer that no one else will. Try to build hundreds of homes over 

the Goring Gap that is the green lung protecting Ferring and Worthing - I shall be there to work with 

others. That approach was right twenty years ago when Tim Loughton MP and I created and 

supported the cross-community group that saved vital services at Worthing and Southlands 

hospitals. We credit Ron Noakes and the board of the League of Friends and we remember with 

admiration all that was done through the quiet effective leadership by Tom Wye and by Jon Buss, 

then editor of the local Herald and Gazette newspaper.  

At national level, observers have generously said they were impressed by our effective persistent 

lobbying to recreate Northbrook and Worthing Colleges in improved or new sites. The hard work as 

always is done by the good people on boards and councils. The contribution of MPs is quietly to slot 

missing pieces into a moving jigsaw - and in my opinion the less we ask for credit the more likely we 

are to help achieve success. 

In other countries, the member of the National Assembly may be responsible for allocating aid after 

a disaster. I am glad that our system is rather for the MP to act as a community telephone exchange 

rather than a money exchange.  

This constituency is said to have had the highest attendance at church or chapel. When appropriate I 

would like to join with them in making possible the creation of a local synagogue, a Hindu temple, a 

Sikh gurdwara and a mosque suited to the numbers who come to pray. We can make our community 

known for friendship and mutual support, where each of us is comfortable with difference. 


