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We noticed the spat between the Australian political system and Facebook over fair payments for use of the 

product of traditional journalism. There are reports it is being resolved. The powerful realise that no one 

remains above the law. 

Big industry moguls in steel, railways, oil production have each felt the impact of regulation and monopoly 

challenge. My concern about the new giants is their advantages in taking so high a proportion of advertising 

revenues. 

Most of our public service broadcasters are funded by those revenues; most of our newspapers and magazines 

are too. The aim should be to blend the advantages of these newer channels of communications, allowing 

change to evolve. Government should not try to plan it all; parliament does need to try to maintain awareness 

and then to intervene when needed. 

Constituents are my important eyes and ears. They can alert me to their concerns, often providing electronic 

links to source material. One example stands out. My favourite actuary wrote early on Wednesday morning 

about the plight of sub-postmasters and sub-postmistresses caught in the Post Office ‘Horizon’ computer 

system errors.  

Following one link in his email, I came to the detailed chronology in Computer Weekly, now mainly online. Its 

first issue was in September 1966, the month I coincidentally joined Friden, a technology company that 

successfully changed from mechanical typewriters and calculators to electronic calculating and data 

processing.  

The inquisitive journalist, the understanding magazine editor, the sub-postmaster who would not accept 

injustice, the member of parliament and the growing interest of the national media combined to bring in the 

solicitors and eventually the action by the Criminal Cases Review Commission referring past convictions to the 

Appeal Court.  

Honest ordinary owners of sub-post offices will be cleared. I do not believe that would have happened without 

professional editorial judgment. The internet and diverse media are not enough by themselves. The 

importance of this is why Facebook had to be made to agree to pay traditional media rather than just pick-up-

free, diverting advertising revenues in the process. 

The routes out from the coronavirus restrictions would not be communicated effectively by the random 

working of social media alone. The briefings in parliament and the clear communication in front of cameras by 

the chief medical officers and the national scientific advisers are vital. 

The detailed articles in local newspapers and the pages in national papers make available to all the information 

that should not be restricted to the few. Open authoritative journalism and broadcasting help expose scandals, 

hold the powerful to account and help alert those of us who can bang a drum to the experience of the ordinary 

person oppressed by unfair law or procedure. 

Zoom and similar calls also bring MPs closer to ministers. One example was on Tuesday when my neighbour 

Nick Gibb, the respected schools minister, spoke with and listened to MPs across the political spectrum about 

schools and colleges reopening. 

I put to him the funding challenges of a local junior school: Tim Loughton and I are not satisfied by the official 

reason for only meeting one third of the extra costs of the special needs met during the partial closure. 

Additionally, I could raise the individual case of a great teacher stuck for years in a bureaucratic nightmare. 

My point here is that Nick is a great example of the good that can be achieved by being conscientious. He can 

do the broad sweep, he gives attention to detail and he listens before he speaks. Social media and traditional 

media make this know to all. 

 


