
Why National And Local Holocaust Memorial Matters 

Sir Peter Bottomley MP 

Worthing Herald Article  

23rd January 2020 

 

One of the many initiatives supported by Major Tom Wye has been the series of local Holocaust gatherings that 

match the national meetings and debates. I pay particular tribute to the constituencies’ Islamic leaders who have 

been present at the meetings I have attended. This year I have to be at the National meeting so I am asking two 

young friends, Joseph Osborne of East Preston and Ella Carmichael at Worthing College, to represent the rising 

generations and to take my place. 

As a teenager I read the horrifying stories of the death camps before the book Nuremberg by Airey Neave MP (later 

assassinated by the IRA at Westminster when I was nearby) on the war crimes trials of leading Nazis. Later there was 

the work by Simon Wiesenthal and others that lead to the arrest of Adolf Eichmann. The death of his father in 1960 

made possible photographs of brother Otto. Clues led to confirmation that Eichmann was in Argentina, a country 

with history of declining extradition of Nazi criminals. The suspect was captured in Buenos Aires and smuggled to 

Israel. Golda Meir claimed unconvincingly that the abductors were private individuals. The dispute did not last long. 

The notorious doctor Josef Mengele was close to capture at the same time. 

Eichmann had joined the Nazi Party and the SS in 1932, a year before he was appointed head of the department for 

Jewish affairs. By 1939 he was arranging that Jews be concentrated in ghettos and prepared plans for transportation. 

Around June 1941 the Nazis began the invasion of their Soviet Union allies and the policy on Jews changed from 

persecution and forced emigration to extermination. This is not the place to go through Eichmann’s activities before, 

at and after the Wannsee Conference in January 1942. 

When foolish, misled or plain vile people doubt the history of holocaust, I can tell them of the survivors to whom I 

have listened. I can vouch for the testimony of my father’s cousin George Woodwark, one of the Westminster 

Hospital medical students who assisted in 1945 at the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. George went on to be the 

cardiologist in Vancouver Island. 

The education work associated with Holocaust memorial rightly includes the most recent massacre in Europe of 

Muslims in Srebrenica in genocidal ethnic cleansing, together with the memories of Rwanda killings, the Cambodian 

deaths and others. The fact that atrocities have happened after the Holocaust demonstrated the importance of 

maintaining the education effort for succeeding generations. 

In this week I am suspending my efforts for better proposals in London for a lasting Holocaust sustainable education 

centre and a proper memorial. I work with many who are Jewish and with some who have more Jewish ancestors 

than I have. 

The task now is to surround and to suppress the bad influence of people who through design of ignorance threaten 

knowledge of the facts of what the Nazis did on purpose. I hope I would feel as strongly even if I did not know as I do 

now of the more-than-one hundred of my grandfather’s cousins and their family who perished only because they 

were Jews. 

When Janet Goldsborough-Jones and other stalwarts of the Royal British Legion and ex-service personnel come 

together, they represent to fighting forces. Remember that the rise of Hitlerism and the depravities of the Nazis was 

built on hate in civil society. When we together say ‘We will remember them’ from Laurence Binyon’s poem For The 

Fallen, we must dedicate ourselves to respect all and to protect all. 


