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Virginia gave the eulogy on Tuesday for Elspeth Howe at a memorial Service in St Margaret’s church, 

Parliament Square, in front of Camilla, Queen Consort. (remove Baroness Howe was her half-aunt and add  

Elspeth argued for corporate responsibility long before others. Amongst  the very many good causes she 

championed during her long productive life was the Peckham Settlement. It was founded in 1896 by a group of 

girls schools as part of the Settlement movement to help and to interact with local communities, to relieve 

poverty and to promote social change.   

Charles Dickens wrote about the conditions experienced by too many people in a long ago age. So did the Irish 

working man Robert Noonan: published after death in 1914 (and more fully in 1955, with the socialist ideology 

restored), his semi-autographical novel ‘The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists’ describes a house painter’s 

efforts to save his wife and child from the workhouse by finding work in a south coast town.  

The front page’s subtitle was: “Being the story of twelve months in Hell, told by one of the damned, and 

written down by Robert Tressell.” George Orwell recommended everyone to read it.  

Conditions generally are better today but hellish life is still experienced by too many for too long. John (Jack) 

Profumo turned from parliament to serve at and then to chair the famous Toynbee Hall Settlement. By 

coincidence, Virginia’s grandfather and my uncle had lived and served there. When I was younger, Jack 

considered asking me to develop their housing activities, because he knew about my involvement in self-help 

community initiatives. 

Serving Worthing West as member of parliament, I know and admire the outreach work of the Maybridge 

Fellowship, the New Life Church, the housing help now given by Turning Tides, the broad service of Guild Care 

and the developing initiatives of Worthing Homes.  

On Wednesday I discussed with the Financial Conduct Authority how the largest firms might be recognised for 

treating people fairly, as customers and as staff, as well as trying to pay tax fairly, rather than the present 

trend of taking pride in arrangements that exploit loopholes. In particular presently, I am cooperating with the 

FCA to reduce unjustifiable commissions added to the building insurance premiums paid by residential 

leaseholders.  

This week my friend Sir Mark Hendrick, Labour MP for Preston, asked me to help get his Co-operative, Mutuals 

and Friendly Societies Bill through its Commons committee stage. I have strong views that this kind of cross-

party collaboration is vital when working to achieve outcomes that really matter.  I spoke about three types of 

cooperatives: groups of producers, consumers or of staff. I asked for sensible changes to help Credit Unions 

provide savings and lending options to let people avoid paying excessive charges on credit card debts or the 

enormous interest rates from loan sharks. 

The sympathetic government Treasury minister was Andrew Griffith, MP for Arundel and South Downs. He is 

helping law to change, allowing assets accumulated over generations to be protected from short-term one-off 

distribution as was proposed recently by a financial group eyeing the mutual Liverpool Victoria. 

At my recent advice session at Rustington’s Museum, a concerned person came to brief me on a earnings trap 

experienced by a neighbour with intense caring responsibilities. I will follow it up. In considering other issues 

raised that day, I was assisted by Shaun Gunner of Arun District Council and by County Councillor Alison 

Cooper, their local involvement and knowledge help me to be more effective.  Anti-social behaviour by youths 

across Rustington was also a topic of concern and I am closely monitoring the Police’s progress in addressing 

what appears to be multiple criminal actions by known youngsters.  

Similarly, the trigger for each of my three ministerial meetings this week was based on contact with a 

constituent. Two relate to schools and one is about housing. Still current are the Levelling Up bids and the 

threats of the cumbersome Planning system to every blade of grass between our villages and town. 

The life of Elspeth Howe was summed in the word Service: service to nation, service to individuals and service 

to community. I share that aim.   


