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This country is a finer stronger place as we understand and share the traditions and festivals of world faiths 

and national cultures. Some traditions are relatively modern: Queen Victoria’s Albert is credited with 

developing much of the Christmas we now know and celebrate. 

Easter is popular though its depth and breadth is not known to all. The significance of Holy Week and the 

agonies of Good Friday can be experienced in a lengthy vigil and by the reflections of a priest or minister. 

My incomplete Christianity should not separate me from others; it does allow me to hope for stages of 

redemption and to accept unconditional love. This came to mind on Tuesday, after the great days of faith, 

when Hunter Biden’s interview was broadcast on BBC radio 4’s TODAY programme. It is available on playback 

systems. 

He described openly the mess his life had become. He did not blame it on family tragedy. He did say that his 

father, then United States vice president, constantly came to help him. Hunter Biden said it was the 

redemptive power of unconditional love. 

We see this less sensationally in every maternity ward, school gate, hospital and hospice; it happens also at 

court trials and in prison visiting rooms. During Covid and in times before and afterwards, chaplaincy remains a 

vital part of care. 

This week sees the sixtieth anniversary of the marriage of two teachers who lived for over forty years in the 

first constituency I served in parliament. Fourteen years ago, they came to live in Worthing. I was delighted as 

their MP twice to record a message of congratulations. They have been active with the Methodists and 

Quakers locally. 

A sadder memory is of the last words that would have been heard in Eltham by Stephen Lawrence after racist 

thugs fatally attacked him and assaulted his friend Duwayne Brooks who later served as a Lib Dem councillor 

before joining my party.  

Conor Taffe and his wife had left the local Roman Catholic church meeting. They tried to comfort Stephen. 

They prayed for him. My recollection is that the words included “Bless him” and “You are loved”. That and the 

assistance of an off-duty police officer were the care from strangers. 

It matches the care, the concern and the practical assistance we gain from friends and family, the help we can 

offer to family and friends – and beyond them to others in need.  

On a world scale, I do what I can to share fellowship around the world. This week I refreshed my knowledge of 

the development of the United States, including the great purchases: 1803 Louisiana, 1853 Gadsden (to help a 

southern railway) and the 1867 deal with Russia for Alaska. 1867 was the first time America thought of offering 

for Greenland. 

Robert Zoellick, previous president of the World Bank, has a new book: “America in the World: A History of 

U.S. Diplomacy and Foreign Policy”. He mentions the value of alliances, international law, open trade and the 

centrality of science and technology, together with the value of successful arms control. One review stated it is 

readable, witty and does not leave the reader with a lowered opinion of everyone involved. 

Back in Britain, our shared land, let us accept the protection for others and for ourselves of the Covid 

vaccinations. As I gain my second, I hope that inclusive of all faiths and traditions, we each can take the jabs, 

here and around the globe. 

 


