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When he retired as Archbishop of York, I said John Sentamu should be appointed back to the House 

of Lords. This week he was reintroduced, supported by Lord Popat and Baroness Hale, the first 

woman to be top judge in the UK.  

Dame Rosalyn Higgins had been president of the World Court at the Hague. Her husband Terence 

was the notable and respected member of parliament for Worthing. In the Lords, he jested Tim 

Loughton and I combined to replace him.  

Popat’s autobiography, A British Subject: How to Make It as an Immigrant in the Best Country in the 

World, included a kind reference to the offer Virginia and I made to the Home Office as we 

supported the decision to welcome thousands of Asians when the awful Idi Amin expelled them 

penniless from Uganda. 

The refugees were at an RAF station. I met Razia and Roshan Jetha, heading a delightful extended 

family. A few years later, the Archbishop of Canterbury appointed the former Ugandan John 

Sentamu, then Vicar of Tulse Hill, and me to join his follow-up Commission to Faith in The City. 

Recommendations were mainly to the Church, many were to local government on housing, 

education and community cohesion. Some were to central government. 

John was a vital advisor to the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry. The world we share will be better with 

more parents like Neville and Doreen Lawrence and fewer like those who raised the fatal attackers.  

I help Andrew Gwynne MP in an all-party parliamentary group concerned with Future Fathers. The 

dads of the future are the boys of today. The instigators consider these characteristics to be 

desirable: resilience, inclusiveness, reflectiveness, empathy, resourcefulness, curiosity and non-

violence. Similar lessons came from the Foster Carers and Disabled Children’s Partnership groups. 

Looking around the constituency and around our shared West Sussex, we can see many groups and 

organisations that circle households, supporting them as children approach adulthood, with choices, 

events and fateful chances. During lockdown, many could carry on. 

My school education certificates carried the name Toby Weaver, an Education ministry official. He 

drew circles around a young person. The tightest was the family. School and neighbourhood came 

next, together with faith groups, youth organisations. Later came work environment and other 

influences.  

His analysis overlaps with the points Frank Field and I developed. I added patience: however 

awkward or disturbing a child’s behaviour, a caring parent can always try to outlast the problem 

period. Help can come in groups for sport and athletics, drama and music, guides, scouts and other 

youth groups. Add Home Start and other families’ supporters. Cheer for the volunteers. 

The child, female or male, may not have a perfect role model at home. That is why we can each try 

to be an encouraging example to others. My contribution to our children was to murmur that we 

could ask them to be reasonably good in public or in private; we should not expect them to be good 

all the time. 

For reasons that are not clear, more males take longer to become encouraging, competent and 

effective parents. I work for the time when external influences reliably reinforce the care given by 

devoted family around each child. I always remember that the children of widows generally do best. 


