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It is a curiosity that the Consumers’ Association in recent years has not made much of the financial and other 

difficulties faced by too many residential leaseholders. Over four million households may benefit by the Law 

Commission proposals for fairness lower costs and greater security. 

The all-party parliamentary group for leasehold and commonhold reform which I co-chair was chosen for the 

launch of three major reports on Tuesday. The proposals matter, judging by constituency cases we take up in 

Arun and in Worthing. Many landlords are non-exploitative. Many managing agents deal fairly. Many property 

lawyers give valuable help to the vulnerable. 

This is the opportunity to note the recognition of Bob Smytherman, chairman of the Federation of Private 

Residents Association. He is officially one of the top 50 in property management as a Legend. They did know 

his activity in his own Residents’ Association and his years leading FPRA, if not his fame as Town Cryer. 

The Law Commissioner Professor Nick Hopkins rightly spoke of the campaigning charity Leasehold Knowledge 

Partnership. Together with the National Leaseholders Campaign’s team of Katie, Joanne, and Kath, LPK’s 

Martin Boyd and Sebastian with Katherine O’Riordan in the Commons, I do all I can to move forward with 

persistence and by giving detailed attention.  

On Monday I participated in oral Housing questions. It was possible to raise the need to achieve extra social 

housing at the Teville Gate development. I hope Homes England will help Worthing Borough Council’s 

cooperation with housing associations.  

Additionally, in my few words, I reminded the House and the housing minister that we should scrutinise the 

secondary legislation that might allow some landlords to plant extra stories on some leasehold blocks. Having 

helped defeat a freeholder’s opportunistic appeal against the Council’s justified refusal for inappropriate 

development in Tarring, I do not want to open a door to the wrong decision. 

To be clear, with fellow leaseholders my personal home experience in central Worthing has been good. The 

original freeholder behaved well and willingly transferred the freehold to us at a fair price with minimal costs. 

The original managing agents were fair; our present agents are good, efficient and easy with whom to work. 

One Urgent Question this week matters to just about every household: the BBC licence. Readers will 

remember that Gordon Brown introduced the free licence for the over 75s. It was from the start a mistaken 

method. At the beginning he missed the obvious move to take account of the concession in the age personal 

tax allowance.  

A later Conservative government five years ago lumbered the BBC – that means the licence payers – with this 

explicit ‘poverty’ measure. I objected. A year ago, another senior backbencher declared that the BBC was 

facing the financial burden rising to a billion pounds a year as more live longer. He thought the blanket 

concession should end.  

Come forward a year. He returns to the Commons front bench as Minister for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

to answer 50 MPs’ questions. Mine was the last listed. As Father of the House, I might frequently be called 

early. There can be benefit coming last. I gently reminded him of what he had said previously from the 

backbenches.  

I asked that the House of Commons debate how best to help people of pension age and others facing difficulty 

paying £157 a year. My provisional preference would apply to winter fuel, travel concessions and the BBC 

licence: adjust the tax coding. That way, the poor pay nothing, the middle-income groups make a reasonable 

contribution and the well-off gain little. 

 


