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Elements of a Blue Light service include being ready to respond, able to use experience and training, easy 

to contact and with the habit of responding fast. Before becoming the local MP, I gained insight into road 

safety by my engagement with the Association of Industrial Road Safety Officers (now the Association for 

Road Risk Management) driven for decades by Worthing resident Graham Feest. 

My constituent now incorporates the UK Road Safety Network in his Graham Feest Consultancy. I 

commend him for choosing in the latest newsletter to show an empty road which speaks volumes. We 

must also recognise the ‘slow’ work done constantly by the police, the ambulance and fire services, 

coastguard and mountain rescue which saves as many lives as the ‘blues and twos’ emergency fast 

response. 

An example of the ongoing, slowest work is the shared effort to resolve the problems of the A27 along 

the coast. With normal levels of traffic, there is the constant risk of accidents with serious injury and 

deaths, together with the risks caused as traffic diverts to unsuitable local roads. We should aim to make 

roads as safe as railways, especially for the vulnerable walker and cyclist. 

Early in my time as Worthing West MP, I worked to reduce the risk in crossing the A259 as it runs from 

East Preston through Ferring to Goring by Sea. A light-controlled crossing was installed but sadly only 

after an elderly couple died when an unqualified driver hit them. 

In these troubled times, we recognise the courage and the devotion of our NHS and all carers. They 

accept risks to help us all. We recognised their sacrifice with the silence at 11am on Tuesday morning.  

I have felt the obligation to comply as far as practicable with the stay-at-home and social distancing 

guidance, while still doing my duties and fulfilling responsibilities. It is tempting to haunt the green 

benches, to be visible as a public parliamentarian. Each of us can be one of the many doing the right 

things so that the number of casualties can be as low as possible. 

In our day-to-day work, my dedicated team and I can help reduce avoidable distress and danger, in 

addition to increasing well-being and welfare. At times we may help directly to save a life. With other 

MPs, I can also achieve the broader aim of reducing or eliminating a disease, by broadening effective 

vaccination programmes or by bringing forward the screening for the threat of abdominal aortic 

aneurism. An unusual case is of Krishna Maharaj: I campaigned with success to get him off death row in 

Florida where he had wrongly been convicted of murder. 

I have been involved in campaigns that threatened bad hats who might well have wanted to end my 

activities. A university researcher asks about abuse and MPs. Some, especially women MPs, sadly face 

online abuse. I have not and I have little interest in twitter. Little that might be directed at MPs or just at 

me, with the clear exception of rare assassins, matches the war lives of most of our parents or 

grandparents. Generally rudeness passes me by. When a person says they have always voted for me but 

never will again, I can be pretty confident that they will write with the same words within the year.  

For the first time in 700 years, Parliament has gone online. 120 MPs at any one time can now take part in 

proceedings virtually and 50 MPs can remain in the chamber while observing the social distancing rules. 

Parliament has shown its resolve and ability to adapt to new circumstances to best continue to serve the 

public. Individuals who forward campaign emails to me will be unlikely to receive a substantive. At a time 

when those seeking help have multiplied three-fold, we are confident you will agree this is a better use of 

our time. 

Those in need of guidance may wish to review the regularly updated information signposting help on my 

website, or email me and my team who immediately review how best we can assist you. My website is: 

www.SirPeterBottomley.com/COVID19 


