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Andrew Griffith, now MP for Arundel and South Downs, is creating and leading the all-party group for Dark Skies. 

This is a welcome initiative. The aims are to highlight the importance of preserving the ability to see a dark sky at 

night; to promote the adoption of dark sky friendly lighting and planning policies; to protect existing UK Dark Sky 

reserves and to support potential new reserves, collaborating with international groups. 

The Worthing Astronomical Society and the Sussex Astronomy Centre in Goring by Sea are the constituency focal 

points. I commend their websites. In my university years there was dispute about the universe: was it big bang or 

steady state? Evidence, serious thinking and the insights of Martin Rees ruled out continuous creation. 

Fred Hoyle wittily said: “Things are the way they are because they were the way they were.” One review said the 

idea of matter being continuously created out of nothing may appear crazy at first. Hoyle observed that no one knew 

where matter had appeared from in the big bang cosmology. The difference was that in the big bang scenario all the 

matter was created in one explosive beginning, while in the steady state model matter has been created at a 

constant rate throughout an infinite time and is still being created at the same rate today.  

Because of late nights at Westminster, I can rarely lie on the South Downs grass at Highdown looking up during the 

day at a skylark and at night seeing satellites or infrequently timing the International Space Station from the western 

horizon to the east with the universe beyond, remembering the clash between Martin Ryle and Hoyle. 

Back on earth, this week I attended the national Commemoration of Holocaust and genocide in the Methodist 

Central Hall. We know the nine years of victimisation of Jews in Hitler’s Germany before the decision for 

extermination. We were also shown the concentration camps of thousands of Bosniak Muslims two years before the 

massacre. It was good to meet the Austrian Ambassador with Andrew Dismore who as a Labour MP proposed the 

Holocaust Memorial Day twenty years ago, 

Later I was elected an officer of the all-party group on the Hajj and Umrah. It seeks to protect pilgrims to Saudi 

Arabia. We heard presentations about how to have safe satisfactory travel with protection from problem travel 

operators or misleading advertising. It is important that a journey of a lifetime is not ruined. 

I have a clear answer to those who ask why I support a variety of groups. I may not be gay; I do want those who are 

to be open and safe. I may be Christian; I do have the opportunity and the responsibility to ensure that a Jew and a 

Muslim and a Sikh and a Hindu and a person of whatever faith is able to be faithful and committed to a life within 

their belief. 

This week I welcomed Worthing College students to the Palace of Westminster. I said I could tell them funny and 

interesting stories of political life but instead I asked them to realise that within three years from 1932, Germany 

went from a state of fair democracy to a hell-bent destructive state as President Hindenburg’s blunders and Hitler’s 

determination created a dictatorship. Even years later, senior British statesmen called for continuing appeasement. I 

hope I would not. 

The best lighter time was sharing lunch with the winner of my Instagram competition. The image was of our pier. 

Constituents have great artistic talent and they are fun too. 


