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Whose side should we be on? The railway or ambulance staff or their users? Interests overlap. Users of 
services, including workers and students and patients in hospitals and the injured waiting for an ambulance all 
want the dedicated providers of services to be available, motivated and able to do their duty without worrying 
about managing financially or earning poverty. 

The working staff appreciate that the users are their focus and need them to continue to develop and use 
professional skills?  In the health services, most funding comes through allocation of funds from taxation. The 
civil service is paid through the Exchequer if not by fees.  In more commercial fields, users or travellers pay for 
services although there can be substantial government support, as is the case presently with the railways. 
Fewer users lead to less money. 

Members of parliament represent the interests of all, producers and consumers, payers and the paid – we 
know that most of us fall into both groups. What should we do when the news is about strikes? Should we join 
the queue for the line of microphones to challenge others or to answer questions such as ‘Pay up because no 
one should fall behind inflation’ and ‘Our group has been undervalued for too long’ and ‘Tax and national 
insurance deductions are too high: look how they reduce take-home pay’. 

My first thought is that no group should be left too far behind and that those without day-to-day power to 
disrupt should not be ignored. Next is to consider that an external shock like the dramatic rise in the world 
price of gas and oil cannot be made up by creating domestic inflation. My responsibilities include being the 
campaigner for the many on fixed incomes, including present and future pensioners.   The impact of Covid 19 
on world economies followed so soon by the energy crisis  as well as the need for incredible investment in 
green energy must factor into the equation when considering inflation and its impact.   

Simple idea: instead of so many groups going on strike, how about none of us striking? Fairness is not 
synonymous with strikes.  We all know it is by working together rather than by striking against each other that 
we can continue and increase the prosperity that we wish to share fairly.  

I hope proposed strikes within the health services will be called off. If not, we know many NHS Trusts will be 
spared. I know staff feel just as strongly about protecting or improving conditions and pay, whether they did 
not or they did ballot for industrial action  

Forward in the constituency, I enjoyed the unpaid cooperation of so many for the Christmas Fair at Care for 
Veterans’ Giffard House. Andy Neaves did not need to give instructions; he was serving behind the bar, 
confident that way he would meet everyone.  

The Home is famous for its chaplaincy care, meeting the needs of the whole person – physical, medical, social, 
emotional and spiritual. Life continues to have meaning for the residents, their families and their staff. It was 
good to see the Town Cryer Robert Smytherman spreading good cheer.  

I work to try for the same interdependence between park home residents and their site operators. Arun 
District’s Nat Slade has made a national contribution, together with the campaigner Sonia McColl who 
incredibly had her park home stolen. We presented a petition to 10 Downing Street before a major 
meeting about this in Parliament.  

As the weather worsens, I want to recognise the utility staff striving to reduce winter disruption to electricity, 
telephones, water supplies, the roads and railways. At Southern Water, I was shown the automatic sensors 
that anticipate problems, allowing appropriate maintenance in advance rather than after failure.   We 
collaborate closely on the work that is needed to clean up our local swimming water. 

Over the Christmas period, there is major engineering work scheduled for the railways. I confess to disagreeing 
with the rail union leader who tried to justify withdrawal of labour earlier on Christmas Eve by explicitly 
declaring it was not action against the travelling public.  Forgive me: working to make the rail system safe, 
more reliable and better is serving the public just as much as being a signaller, a train attendant or every other 
role.   All might ask what consideration of the passengers, some who support their efforts, worst impacted and 
why that day? 

We are blessed in our community by good, kind and generous neighbours who will take the time to check in on 
an elderly neighbour and alert us so that we can try to get help for unmet support needs.  We are glad to help.  

 


