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The local newspaper is key to us knowing what is going on, what is to come and what has happened. 

There are admirable contacts between the paper’s office and the groups whose activities are written 

up and reported. The content of edited pages and advertisements can be expected to be interesting, 

well-written, reliable and about our shared community. 

I am convinced that the Herald and the Gazette series together with local parish, borough, district 

and county councils are reasons our public life is shared, our politics competitive and collaborative 

and that our faith groups have grown to know and to respect each other. 

Without getting physically too close, I have been talking with local trades and traders. Central 

government has rightly brought in a range of financial measures that will help during these 

extraordinary times. Early on, I supported calls for as much assistance as possible for the self-

employed. ‘Furlough’ arrangements are welcome for many employees who agree. The news that 

many independent workers can also be helped followed. 

We sympathise with those who are not included - hard workers just above the limit and also many 

who started their trade recently. There has been the dilemma for ministers: should they help as 

many as possible as soon as possible or do little or nothing because there is no perfect system 

waiting on the shelf available to meet all circumstances? 

One of my other urgent requests has been for government to find ways to support charities and 

faith groups. I have enjoyed interfaith endeavours over the decades, similar to the good fortune that 

because of my father’s postings overseas, when young I became familiar with people of every colour 

in southern Africa. I still ask the question and want to know the answer: when will the colour of my 

skin or of yours be no more important than the colour of our eyes or our hair? 

I value the advice and help I gain from local people who are secular or religious Jews, who are 

Muslim, Sikh, Hindu or Buddhist. As Parliament was about to close, Tim Loughton and I joined the 

Tibetans at the Great West Door at Westminster Abbey to remember their fate under the Chinese. 

Many of my links locally are with the Christian churches. They too give support to our schools, to 

hospitals and care homes and to causes that help people of all ages and all circumstances.  

Virtual Masses and remote links (by telephone and the internet) make it easier to share and offer 

support, involving people that cannot now meet physically. The problem is funding for churches and 

charities. Many people cannot maintain their regular giving. Normal methods of raising money such 

as fairs, concerts and shows are not presently possible. Those of us whose income has not been cut 

or eliminated can think of doing more. We are, without making public announcement of the good 

causes. 

If you can offer a blood donation, please do. Because of age, I have been instructed not to give at the 

present time. Please take my place if you can. In the early 1970s I read the great book by Professor 

Richard Titmuss: The Gift Relationship from Human Blood to Social Policy. His remarkable analysis of 

human altruism has been described as a little old fashioned in style. His points are fundamental in 

current social administration. Communities are essential to us all in bad times and in good. 

 


