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It can be easier to accept criticism than praise. If the comment is right, I can learn from it. If it is misguided, in 

my opinion, let it pass by. Frequently it is mostly correct.  

An actor complained about a review of their play. A small proportion of people who seek to perform on the 

stage find a place at drama school or move along after amateur dramatics. A more select group gain a part; 

fewer are mentioned in a published review. 

We looked at the review together. There was an offending word in one of eleven sentences. I explained that 

winning a match 10-1 would be seen as triumph by supporters of Worthing FC (sorry about the result on cold 

Tuesday).  

A constituent asked me to help maintain UK support for the European Convention for Human Rights. Her 

family includes a person who came to Britain with the Kindertransport. When I met our Ukrainian, living with 

us as family, it was by the touching memorial of young people with suitcases outside Liverpool Street station.  

I commend the holocaust.org.uk/kindertransport website. The Kinder developed from being Jewish refugees 

and a foreign presence to being welcome members of society. This identity would develop again after the war 

as many of the Kinder became British citizens. 

The Kinder became double refugees when they were evacuated to the countryside to escape from the bombings. 
For a second time, the Kinder had to adapt to being separated from adults, leaving home again, relocating to 
unfamiliar surroundings, wearing labels around their neck and joining new schools. 

Let us cooperate so all who come legitimately to our country can integrate and maintain their identity and 

customs, within the law. A large part of my work as member of parliament is to bring justice and law closer 

together, in every way I can. 

This week that included two meetings with the minister for housing within the Department for Levelling Up. 

She spoke at the expert group for reform of residential leasehold and she knows our campaigning to protect 

the green fields and rural gaps in Worthing and District. Ed Miller in Ferring reminds me of the constant fight 

over opportunist planning applications that could destroy the Goring Gap, the nurseries and vineyard, the 

Rustington golf course and just about every farming field. 

The current issue of the Worthing and Adur Chamber of Commerce newsletter reminds me that maintaining 

employment opportunities requires employers to have the chance to prosper. I trust children still learn about 

the need for golden egg production. Self-employment and public sector work matter too. Always value the 

private sector including professional services. 

Recognise the best from our past; then we can share the better future. Volunteers with Sussex Downsmen 

walked me to Cissbury Ring, a classic example of our ancestry and our future. I commend visiting the Museum 

and Art Gallery by the Town Hall to understand how we have come to appreciate earlier times and how those 

before us saved so much for future generations.  

At the weekend street surgery with councillors in the Strand, it became clear that local contact allows us at 

borough, district, county and national levels to represent concerns; we are upward channels, not 

representative of the rulers to the ruled. 

A week after reading the first lesson at the parliamentary carol service, a colleague in another party praised my 

speaking to my wife, saying I had the manner of Nelson Mandela. Virginia was doubtful. When she did her own 

reading at a local church, I praised her. In future, I might let her do it all the time? 

 


